ETYMOLOGY OF SCOTTISH PLACE NAMES.

(REVISED BY JAS. BURGESS, C.LE., LL.D,, F.R.S.E.)

Aa_ the great majority of names of mountains, rivers, towns, and other localities in Scotland, are composed of Gaelic, Norse, and Saxon words descriptive of
some special chal:acterislic, the following glossary will be found useful for their interpretation, and may, in many cases, be interesting as a key to past physical
conditions and history. The list has been compiled from the works of Dr. W, F. Skene, Sir Herbert Maxwell, Col. J. A. Robertson, the Rev. J. B. Johnston and

other authorities, and gives the generally accepted meanings

of the more important significant words and generic terms which enter into the composition of

Scottish place names. The interpretation of Gaelic names in the Highlands will be found much simpler than in the case of Lowland names which have

111t_1derguna modification in proportion as the spoken language of to-day is very different from that of a few centuries ago, when many of the names originated.
Names of doubtful meaning, on which authorities differ, have been omitted.—J. G. B.

ABBREVIATIONS—A. 8., Anglo-Saxon ; Gael., Gaelic ; 0.E., Old English ; Teut., Teutonic.

ARBRER Welsh A confluence of waters; at the mouth
of a river,

Arm, Arr, AVIE, AIVvE, Av Gael. Water, stream.

ABHUINN, AMAUINN, AvoN Gael. River,

AcHADH, AcH, AUCH, AUCHEN Gael. Field, plain, or meadow.

Acker  Old Norse Open country ; untilled land.
A1k Secotch Oak.
AL, AtLr, AL 0. Gael. Rock, rocky steep.

" AILLSE  Gael. Fairy, elf.

AIRDE, ARD Gael, Height, high.

AIRIDH, AIRIE Gael. A shealing, or mountain pasture.
AIT, Ai1TE Guael. Place ; situation ; possession.
ALLTAN  Gael. A little stream ; brook.

Avvr, ALp, AvLD, AvLT Gael. A stream.

ALt Irish. A height, cliff, glen-side.

AvuisN, ALLAN Gael. Beautiful ; superb.

AN Gael. A diminutive suffix, Lochan.

AN Gael. Contracted form of Abhuinn, g.v.

AR, ARAY, ARY G'ael. Smooth water.

ArN, Ern Teud. Place ; dwelling ; house,

Aros (Fael. A house ; dwelling ; abode.

Ase, Askr Old Norse An ash.,

ATTA Gael, From jada, long.

AvcHTter Gael, From uachkdar, the summit ; upper.
Other form : Ochter,

Avrr Gael, Another form of Allt, q.v.

Ay Secand. An island.

AYR From Norse eyrr, the beach.

Ba Gael. Cows ; kine.

Bapaw Gael. Grove ; clump; thicket., Badanach,

abounding in groves ; bushy.

Barig, Bar, BArwig, Bauwa, Barrin, Ber, BeLuie Gael.
: Town ; townland ; village.

Bax Gael. White ; fair ; clear.

Barp Norsze Extremity, point.

BARR Gael, Top, point, summit, extremity.

BarTiE, Bor. 0. E. A dwelling.

Bass Gael. From bathais, forehead.

BeaG, BEc Gael. Little.

BeavacH, BaLrocH Gael, Pass; road ; mountain-gorge.
Brisx, BEx Gael. Mountain, hill,
BertHE, BEATH Gael. A birch-tree.

Ber Gael. Corruption of bir or bior=prickle,
spit, point, pin.

Bic Norse. From Bygg, barley.

Dicaisa A. 8. From Byggan, to build, hence a
dwelling,

Dior Old Gael. Well, water, fountain.

Brap Gael. An enormous mouth,

Brar, BLair Gael. A plain ; originally a battlefield.

Bo Gael, A cow,

Bop or Bo Norse A home, dwelling.

Boa Gael. Soft, miry, damp.

Bor, Borp Norse A dwelling.
Box, Boxw (Fael, From bun, q.v.
Bor, Bore 0. &. & Swed. From bord, a table, plank, board.

Borp Gael, A table, board, plank.

Bora Danish A fort, shelter-place, burgh.

BosT Norae A farm-house or dwelling.

Boraany  Gael. A hut, house.

BraE Norse Height, hill, slope.

Bra1GHE, BREAD Gael. The top, summit, upper part.

Bran, Gael, From braon, a drop, drizzling
rain.

BrEac, Brac Gael. Spotted, pie-bald.

Broc, Brox Gael. A badger.

Broom Gael. From braon, drizzling rain. Also
0. E. lrom=broom,

Brovem  Scand, A house, borg, brog, brugh.

BuacHAILE Gael. A cow-herd.

Box Gael. Foot, bottom, base.

BureH Teut. A fortified place, a town.

Burx Gael. A stream.

By, Bie Norse Town, dwelling. TUsed as a suffix.

Catry, CARN Gael. Heap of stones, rocky mound.

CaL Gael, From eoille, wood

CALbER  Gael. From coille dur, wooded river.

Cam Guael, Crooked, bent, winding.

Camus Gael. Bay, creek,

CaoL Gael. Narrow, a strait. Other and more
usual form: Kyle.

Car Gael. A turn, twist; crooked, bending.
Also another form of Cathair,
q. 7.

CArN Gael. Another form of Cairn, q.v.

Carrale, CARRA, CARRICK Gael. Headland, cliff, crag,
rock.

Carse Norse Low alluvial land along a river.

CartH, CAD Gael. A battle, struggle.

Catm Gael. Other form of Caer, q.v.

Catoalr CAER, Gael. A fort, castle, town, throne.

Cavtp Norse Cold.

CEANK Gael. Head, point, promontory. Other
common forms: Kin, Ken,

CHESTER Latin Castra, camp, and castrum, fort.

| GowEer, GowriE Guael,

CILL Gael. A cell, burying-ground, church.
Other and most common form : Kil.

Crach, Crocn Gael. A stone,

CLAcHANY Gael, Stones ; hamlet.

Cruax, CrooN, CLunig, CLuNY Gael. A meadow.

CrLyx Gael, From claon, squinting, hill-slope.

Cxoc Gael, A hill, knoll, eminence, mound.
Other and wsual form : Knock.

Coar Welsh From ecoed, a wood. Also from
Gael. coite, a hut,

Coon Welsh Red. Usual form: Cock.

CorLLe, ComLr. Gael. A wood, forest. Other forms: Coat,
kel, kelly, kil, killie.

CorriE (Fael. From coire, a canldron, dell, ravine.

Cors Welsh A marsh.

Comar, Com, Cum, CompeR Gael. Confluence, mesting-place.

Crata Gael, A rock ; creagach, rocky,

Cravie, Crow Gael, From cracbh, a tree.

Cri Glael. From erioch, a boundary, frontier.

CroagRn  Gael, A hill of a round form. Other
Jormas : Cruach, croch, erock.

Crorr A. 8, An enclosed field.

Crois, CrocH Gael. A cross. [lsual form: Cros, eross.

Croe, another jform of cnoe, a
hill.
A bend, erooked.

CroMm Gael.

Cuir, CoL, Cunt Gael. A corner, niche, retired nook ; the

back, black-lying.

Darn, Dan Gael. A field, valley, land.
Damn, Dvima Gael. Oxen,

DaracH, DAR  Gael. Anoak. Other form: Derry.

DeArG Gael. Red.

DEx, DeaN, DENE 4. 8. Wooded hollow, or valley.

Der Gael. Another form of dur, q.v.

Derry ael. From daire, doire, an oak-thicket.

DroM, DroM  Gael,
Duer, Du, DEv Gael.
Dux, Doon, Dum Gael.
Dor Gael.

From druim, backbone, ridge.
Black, dark.

A stronghold, hill fort.

Water. Other forms: dour, der

Eacrars, EccLe Gael.
Eas, Ess, EssiE Gael.

From Latin ecclesia, a church.
A waterfall, cataract, cascade.

EpEx Gael. From Eudann, face, brow, front.
EmLeax  Gael Island.

Erso Gael. A water-channel.

Ex, Ea A. 8. [sland.

EspPIE Glael. From Easbuig, a bishop.

Fapa, FAD Gael. Long,

Fair Norse From fer, sheep. Other form : Far,
Fawn Scoteh From faw or fauch, dun, pale red,
Fanr Norse A passage, ferry.

Fearwa Gael. Alder tree.

FeELL Scand. Fyeld, a mountain.

FETTER  Gael. From fothir, bit of land, field.

Froxw, Fin, FY~xE Gael, Fair, white, clear, transparent.

Foxx, Fox Gael. Land, region.
Fors Noirse A waterfall.
Formir, For Gael, Land,

(FALL Gael. Foreigner; low countryman,stranger.
GaARBH, GAR, GARRY Gael. Rough, rugged, harsh.

GARN Gael, From garadh, enclosure, park, gar-
den. Other form: Gart.

(GARTH Norse Enclosed place, farm,

GATR (Fael. From gearr, short. Other form: Gir.

GATE Norse, From geit, a goat. Sometimes 4. §.,
a door. Also Scoteh, a road.

Gras Gael. Grey, blue, green.

GLEX Gael, From glrann, dale, valley.

Gor Norse Form of voe ; from gja.

Gora Fael, Blue,

GoRrT Gael. A tilled field, garden, paddock.

From gabhar, a goat,
A corn farm, or storehouse for grain.
The sun.

Scotch
Gael,

GRANGE
GRIAN, GREEN

Har, Her 0. E. A boundary mark.

Haven, HEveH Scoteh A low-lying meadow on the banks
of a stream, or between hills.

Hoe, Hore, How Norse A recess among hills. A shelter.

HoLm A. 8, A river island,

I, IncH, INNIS Gael.
INNER, INVER Gael,

An island, pasture land near water.
From inbhir, confluence, cove or
creek at the mouth of a river.

Ken, KLy Gael.
KEr, Kin, (Gael.

From coille, a wood.

From ceann, head, highest point,
promontory.

From coire, cauldron, glen, ravine.

A common form of cill and coille, g.v.

KERRIE, KERRY Gael.
KL, KiLLIE Gael.

Kir Gael. From ceapan, a stump, block, cap.
KIrg Secotch A church.

KIRRIE Gael. From coire. See Corrie.

Kxock  Guel The common form of enoc, g.v.
KyLE Gael.

A usual form of caol, g.v.
1 :

Lap Norse A pile or heap.
Lag, Logaw, Logie Gael. A hollow in a hill, eavity.

Laxe Scoteh Long ; and for (Gaelic) lann, g.v.
LAXN, Law Gael. (Ground, enclosure, house, church.
Law Secotch A hill,

Lax Norse A salmon.

LevEr, LomoNp Gael. From leamhan, an elm,

Lixng, Lan  Gael, A pool, a waterfall.

Lios, Lis, LEs Gael. A garden.

Locn Gael. A lake, arm of the sea.

Lop or Lopax Gael. A wet place, swamp, puddle.

Macu, MACHAIR Gael. A field, plain.
Meth.
Mam Gael. A large round hill. Also a waste.

MEaLL, Men, M1 Gael. A round little hill, mount.

Other forms: May,

Mix Gael, Smooth, small.

Mox Gael. From monadh, a hill.

Mor, More Gael, (ireat, big.

Muc, Mucr Gael. A sow, or pig.

Muir Scoteh A moor.

MuLL Gael. From maol, headland, cape.

Niss Norse From Noes (A. S.) Naes, a nose,
promontory.

Novr Seand. A lofty headland.

Ocuter  Gael. Another form of Auchter, q.v,

Ok, O Norse An island.

Oicue, Ock  Gael From wisge, water.

Orp Gael. A steep, rounded or coniecal hill,

Ore Gael. From oir, hem, border, edge, margin,

Pan, Par Norse Priest.

PEEL (elt. A stronghold.

Pex, Pix  Welsh A hill, head.

A hollow, eroft.
A pool, pond,
From preost, a priest.

Pir, Prrrex Gael.
PoLL, PanL Gael.
PrEsT 0. E.

Quorc  Glael, From cuach, a cup.

Ratrn, Rairr Gael A fort, a town.

REa Fael. From rewdh, smooth, plain, flat land.
Ros, Ross Gael. A promontory, headland, isthmus,
Rica Secotch A ridge, furrow,

Rupna, Rixx Gael.  Cape, promontory.

Ruvrn Glael. From ruadh, reddish,

From sgor, sharp-pointed rock.
Other forms of Scaur, g.v.

SHAN Gael. From Sean, old, aged, ancient,
SHAW A. 8. From Sceagn, a wood or grove.,
Sugar, SHEALING Se. A hut, or shed. Other form : Shiel.
SHEE Glael. Another form of sith or sidh, q.v.
SrrH, S1pH, SHEE Gael. A fairy.

SKALI, S8cALE Norse A hut, or shed.

SKERRIES, SKEIR Dan. From Skjaer, cliff, rock.

Sra, SLEW From Gael, sliabh, moor,

SpiTAL Norman French From Latin hospitium, hospital, or
place of entertainment.

ScAvR, ScuiR  Gael.
Scovr, SGURR Gael.

Sron, STRON Gael. A nose, nose-like hill or promontory.
STAF Norse A perpendicular, or pillar-like rock,
STEN leelandic A stone.

STRATH  Goel, A broad valley, plain beside a river.
Tarer, Tarr Gael. A bull.

Tuaor Norse A deity of the Scandinavian my-

thology, god of thunder.
Tie Gael. From tobar, a well, qg.v.

A house. Also a form of Tamha,
still quiet water.

A knoll. A4 form of Tulach, q.v.

From Teine, fire.

FPlace where the assembly or parlia-
ment, Thing, met,

Ticu, Tay Gael.

Tioey, ToLLy Gael.
Tin, Tmny, Tyx Gael.
Tixg, Dinag, Norse

Tir, Gael, Land.

Torar, Torer Gael. A well, or spring.
Torr Norse An enclosure, field.
Tom Gael. A knoll, or mound.
Tox A. 8. An enclosure, town.
Torr G'ael. A round hill.

ToracH, TvnLocH Gael, A little hill, a mound.

Uamu Gael. A cave,

Ursge, Uisk Gael. Water. General form: Esk.

ULv Danish A wolf. Ulva.

Vicre, WeLL French  An abode.

VYoE Norse A little bay, inlet ; see goe.

YRaACK Gael. Another form of Breac, g.v,

Wark Norse A fortress.

Warn A, S, A ford.

Wick Norse From vik, a bay; also from 4. S,
wie, a dwelling-place or town.

Wratn  Norse. F¥rom Avarf, a turning-point.

Yar Gael, From garbh, rugged.
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